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Stylistics and Poetics of Cyril of Turov 
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Abstract: The article examines the genre features of the oratorical prose of Cyril of Turov in 
terms of its stylistic, poetic, and ideological specificity. The author studies the philosophical and 
ideological preferences of the author's use of language and techniques to create images. Much 
attention is paid to the specifics of transforming constructions borrowed from the Greek and 
adapting them for clarity in the native language. The author shows the author's individuality and 
the creative principles of the lexical composition of his high poetry. The author summarizes the 
set of linguistic tools used by Cyril of Turov to unite the high Slavonic style with a reflection of 
the folk tradition. The author attempts to demonstrate that the views of some scholars, who held 
Cyril to be weak in rhetoric, are not justified. Concrete examples are offered to demonstrate that 
the “Russian юhrysostom” was a master of the metaphorical style and well-versed in rhetorical 
techniques, adapt at creating a language of images through explaining symbolism in paraphrase. 
The author concludes that the system of symbols is very well designed and the vocabulary is 
filled with philosophically meaningful words. This is important for understanding the mentality 
of medieval Russian society. 
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Keywords: Cyril of Turov, Stylistics, Poetics, Philosophical Context of the Use of Image and 
Vocabulary, Mentality of Medieval Russian Society 
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:    -    и

 й «     »з     «   
  »    й  и

    -      
     -    й 

« »     з   и
 -   з   и

        -   
  й  з  « »  

         и



 511 

й     «     »  и
       -  й и

      з и
    -   й   

  й      и
    й     

      г д й 

Abstract: The article analyzes the religious and philosophical foundations of the works of Cyril 
of Turovй “The Parable of the эody and Soul”з also known as “the Parable of the эlind and the 
Lame” is considered as a key compositionй This work provides a reflection of the religiousз philo-
sophical, and moral views of Cyril of Turov and reflects the philosopher's evaluation of the reli-
gious situation in Russia. The Parable can be characterized as a clever political pamphlet, cou-
pled with a developed philosophical and theological justification for its views, which were for-
mulated by the author through the use of symbolic, allegorical, and polysemantic images so 
common in his writings. The author attempts to demonstrate that the Parable is devoted to a 
condemnation of the heretical views of the soi disant Bishop Fedorets and his supporter, Prince 
Andrew of Bogolyubovo. Representatives of the civil and ecclesiastic aristocracy of the Vladimir-
Suzdal Region can be seen as direct objects of the Parable's condemnation. The problem of the 
ontological basis for ascetic ideology, of which the writer and bishop of Turov was a supporter, is 
also considered. The author offers an evaluation of the gnosiological views of the writer. The au-
thor concludes that Cyril of Turov had an immense impact on medieval Russian culture. Accord-
ing to its typological characteristics, the heritage of Cyril of Turov can be classified as part of 
practical philosophy. 

 х  з  з з з з 
 з з   

Keywords: Medieval Russia, Cyril of Turov, Asceticism, Ontology, Epistemology, Moral Views, 
Fedorets, Church in Medieval Russia 

 
 й й   Vdovina O. Ya. 

   К  х 
  -   

Man in the Writings of Cyril of Turov: 
Ideological Foundations of Theological and Philosophical Constructs 
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Abstract: The author investigates the anthropological views in the writings of Cyril of Turov. 
This medieval Russian philosopher is viewed as continuing the patristic tradition, though with 
some very obvious original characteristics. The author offers examples of the use of allegory in 
interpreting human nature. Despite belonging to the ascetic tradition, Cyril does not state any 
negative views of the human body. The justification of bodily functions is argued on the basis of 
the fact that, ontologically, the soul and body are one. The different functions of the soul and the 
body are explained through differences in their nature. The nature of human sin is also ex-
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plained in the context of anthropology. The author is able to characterize the specifics of the 
ideological and religious conceptions in the writings of this medieval Russian philosopher. 

 х  з  з з з и
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Keywords: Medieval Russia, Cyril of Turov, Anthropology, Asceticism, Patristic Tradition, the 
Allegorical Method 
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Symbolic and Allegorical Interpretation of Monasticism 

in the Ascetic Writings of Cyril of Turov 
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Abstract: In this article, the author studies the types of medieval symbolism and their use in 
Cyril of Turov's apology for monastic asceticism. His writings may be characterized as the zenith 
of ascetic literature, in which the ascetic ideology is explained through the use of an allegorical 
interpretation of symbolic imagery. In this article, the hermeneutics of the ascetic meanings is 
carefully explained. The symbolical method used by Cyril of Turov may be seen as an example of 
medieval rationalism and a method for providing content with sense. 
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Keywords: Medieval Russia, Cyril of Turov, Asceticism, Symbolism, Theological Rationalism 
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Anthropological Views of St. Cyril of Turov 
in the Context of the Christian Doctrine of Man 
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Abstract: Though the homiletic and political efforts of the Bishop of Turov have already been 
studied, his theological views, unfortunately, have not yet been subjected to detailed study. The 
author attempts to map out and fill this lacuna. This article presents the final chapters of this 
work, which have now been edited and made ready for publication in this issue. The first two 
sections of this work were published in the first and fourth issues of the Almanac Drevnyaya 
Rusʹ  vo Vremeni, Lichnostyakh, v Ideyakh. 

 х  з  з з з  
Keywords: Medieval Russia, Cyril of Turov, Theology, Asceticism, Anthropology 
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The Place of юyril of Turovвs “Parable of the эody and Soul” 

in the Cycle of his Narrative and Rhetorical Works 
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Abstract: This article offers an analysis of this Parable, which demonstrates that the source of 
exegesis for Cyril of Turov, to a large extent, is the interpretations in the Hexameron of John, 
Exarch of Bulgaria. This Parable is the only work of Cyril where we can see a reliance on the 
Hexameron. However, Cyril's interpretations are original and subservient to the overall concep-
tion of the composition. Here Cyril was a follower of the Antiochene school of theology, as rep-
resented by Severian of Gabala, using in his Parable fragments of a translation of his works, 
quoted in the Hexameron. We conclude that the Parable was popular in medieval Russia be-
cause it has been transmitted in large manuscript tradition and exists in two redactions, one of 
which, most probably, originated in Pskov. 

 х  з  з з з Ш  
Keywords: Medieval Russia, Cyril of Turov, Philosophy, Theology, Hexameron 
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The Fourth Redaction of the “яiscourse on the Taking of юhristвs эody 
яown from the юross” by юyril of Turov 
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Abstract: “The яiscourse on Taking юhristвs эody яown from the юrossз and On the Myrrh-
эearersз and in Praise of Joseph” гfrom here onз “яiscourse on Taking яown юhristвs эody”д is 
one of only eight rhetorical compositions attributed to Cyril of Turov that have survived in nu-
merous redactions. Of greatest interest is the so-called fourth redaction of this Discourse, which 
is an abbreviation of the original text of the medieval Russian writer with the interpolation of el-
ements from other compositions. This text is analyzed in the present article. 

 х  з  з з «     
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Keywords: Medieval Russiaз юyril of Turovз redactionз “яiscourse on Taking яown юhristвs 
эody” 

 



 514 

 й й    Gromov M. N. 
     

Panethicism of Medieval Russian Thought and Culture 
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Abstract: In this article, the moral and ethical views of medieval Russian philosophers are ana-
lyzed on the basis of key literary works of medieval Russian thought. The author demonstrates 
that ethics and morality were a key topic of the medieval world view and evaluates the specifics 
of moral accentuation in light of realities. The struggle of good versus evil is viewed not only in 
anthropological light, but also as a cosmological principle. Monastic and lay morality are con-
trasted. The author concludes that Christian ethics were key in guiding human desires toward 
the heavenlyз softening moralsз and education a “correct”з from the standpoint of faithз identityй 
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Keywords: Medieval Russia, Religious Thinkers, Ethics 
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эasic Meanings of “Russkaya Pravda” 
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Abstract: One of the results of the Christianization of Russia was the development of medieval 
Russian lawй Howeverз “Russkaya Pravda” г“Russian Truth”д cannot be viewed outside of the 
cultural and religious context of the era and separate from other compositions of the 11th – 12th 
centuries. In the present article, the author attempts to rationalize the norms of medieval Rus-
sian law and their connection with ideological, ethical and value-based norms of the first centu-
ries of Russian Christianity. 

 х  з  з  з  и
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Keywords: Russkaya Pravda, Russian Truth, Baptism of Rus, Vladimir the Great, Luka Zhidi-
ata, Church-State Relations in Kievan Rus 
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The Miracle of St. Nicholas of Myra about a Cuman  
and the Pereyaslavlʹ  Buried Treasure of 1912 
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Abstract: The stamped silver medallion with Stй Nicholasвs image from the Pereyaslavl’ buried 
treasure of мфмн is considered in this article as a kind of archaeological “illustration” of the Mira-
cle about a Cuman. This medieval Russian narration is dated by the late 11th – early 12th  centu-
ries and shows the beginning of the spread of the cult of St. Nicholas into Cuman religious be-
liefs. The Pereyaslavlʹ  buried treasure of 1912 was interpreted as a deposit of the military tro-
phies of an unknown Cuman. St. Nicholas's image was cut out from a stamped silver frame of an 
icon and was affixed to some secondary wooden base, for which purpose 10 holes for small nails 
were made on the edge of the medallion. Such careful affixing does not correspond to other cas-
es of secondary use of such images and thus it can only indicate a special attitude of the owner to 
this medallion. 

 : й  з   з з з и
 з з «  »з   мфмн йз   

    
Key words: St Nicholas the Wonder-Worker, the Miracle about a Cuman, Kiev, Pereyaslavlʹ , 
Vladimir Monomakhз the юumansз “the Russian god”з the Pereyaslavlʹ  Buried Treasure of 
1912, Byzantine and Georgian Medieval Stamping Art 
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Folklore and Legend – from Story to Meaning: 
Towards the Question of the Legend of St. Andrew in the Chronicles 
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Abstract: The legend of Apostle Andrew has long attracted the interest of researchers. Histori-
ans have approached this legend from one of two conceptions: either in search of the historical 
truth behind the legend or by studying it as a literary-epic work. Thus, the appearance of this 
legend in Russian historical memory is placed either in context of the history of the Baptism of 
Prince Vladimir, or in the context of the events of the 11th – 12th centuries. This article is devoted 
to an analysis of the results of placing this topic in the context of the events of the two eras rep-
resented. The author reaches straightforward conclusions. The topic of St. Andrew's visit to Rus-
sia would not have been appropriate during the era of the Baptism of Russia, since neither the 
authority of the prince and the young Russian Church, nor the Byzantine state and Patriarchate 
of Constantinople would have seen it as useful or needed. At the end of the 11th century, the need 
and context for this legend would have definitely emerged. 

 :  з з   з  з 
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Key words: Apostle Andrew, legend, the Primary Chronicle, the Russian Church, Medieval 
Russia, Historical Context 
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Origin of the Story of the “Stages of Idolatry” 

in Medieval Russian Didactic Literature 
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Abstract: In medieval Russian literature, we find stories of the so-called “stages of idolatry”з 
spread also to Slavic paganism, which has led to multiple reconstructions of its history. The au-
thor finds parallels in Western European sources, common sources for this narrative, and its 
meaning for the medieval Russian writer. 

 :  з з з  
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Keywords: Literature of Medieval Russia, Paganism, Idolatry, Medieval Russia, Gregory the 
Theologianз George Hamartolusз Martin of эragaз Ælfric the Grammarian 
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Vladimir Monomakh in the Primary Chronicle: 
on the Question of Semantics of the Image in the Chronicle 
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Abstract: The author studies the semantics of the image of Prince Vladimir Monomakh in the 
chronicles, attempts by medieval Russian writers to make him similar to Biblical characters and 
key figures from early Russian history. Understanding these comparisons, we can hope to come 
to a better understanding of the sense that the medieval writers assigned to the traits of the 
Prince and how these traits were understood and evaluated by contemporaries and their imme-
diate descendants. The author concludes that the similarities between the image of Vladimir 
Monomakh and the Old Testament kings and heroes of world history, as well his glorious ances-
tors, served to legitimize his rule and justify his primacy among princes. 

 :  з  з з з 
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Key words: Vladimir Monomakh, Sacred Scripture, Chronicle, Legitimation, Image, Semantics 
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The Religious and Philosophical Significance of the Works of Cerycus of Novgorod 
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Abstract: The author considers the religious and philosophical views and the canonical work of 
юerycus гKirikд of Novgorodз as reflected in his “Voproshaniye” г“Questions”д гmiddle of the 12th 
centuryдй The author discussesз on the basis of юerycusвs workз including the “Ucheniye o 
chislakh” г“яoctrine on Numbers”д гммосдз his involvement in authoring forecastsй 

 :  з « »з «   »з -
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Key words: Cerycus of Novgorod, Kirik of Novgorod, Voproshaniye, Uchenie o Chislakh, Reli-
gious-Canonical Works, Predictions 
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Abstract: This paper is the second part of the article devoted to the typology of pre-Mongolian 
Russian monastic communities. This time, the research is focused on the duties assigned by kti-
tors to the so-called “royal” monasteriesй Even though a significant part of the aspects of life in 
medieval monastic communities has been well studied, their social, religious, and political func-
tions have not yet been given proper consideration. The solution to emerging difficulties should 
be sought in establishing parallels between the ways the monastic life was organized in Rus and 
эyzantiumй In the context proposedз the term “royal monasteries” itselfз used by contemporar-
ies, allows us to conclude that in their religious and political aspirations, the Russian princes 
looked up to Byzantium. 
Traditionally it is assumed that at an early stage of their existence, princely monasteries served 
as family and ancestral shrines. This view seems to be supported by the numerous princely 
tombs preserved and found both inside and outside temples. However, the consideration of each 
individual monastery necropolis reveals that in most cases burials in minsters were not regular, 
and the temple premises were not designed for burials. Moreover, throughout the pre-Mongol 



 518 

period, the most honorable and preferred princely resting places were not monasteries, but city 
cathedrals. 
Without aiming at giving exhaustive answers to all the questions, this article only touches on 
some of the ambiguous aspects of monastic life in pre-Mongolian Rus and outlines areas for fur-
ther research. 
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Key words: Royal Monasteries of pre-Mongolian Rus, Kievan Rus, History of the Russian 
Church, Church and State Relations in Kievan Rus, Medieval Russian Monasticism 
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The Formation and Development of North-Eastern Russian Bishoprics 
(from the end of 10th to the 13th century) 
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Abstract: The formation of the organizational structure of the Church in medieval Russia took 
place in stages and, in many ways, reflected the processes of the emerging of institutions of ec-
clesiastic governance and the particularities of the territorial and political organization of medi-
eval Russian lands. Despite the fact that the system of ecclesiastic administration in pre-
Mongolian Rus has a large and rich historiography, questions of organization and administra-
tive and canonical set up of medieval Russian bishoprics and the districts associated with them 
have not been exhausted. This is reflected both in the content of source materials, where infor-
mation about bishoprics and ruling bishops can be fragmentary and sporadic, which does not al-
low us to completely reconstruct the past, as well as the specificity of the organization of the me-
dieval Russian Church. In this article, the author attempts to describe the major stages in the 
emergence and development of episcopal centers in North Eastern Russia, follows the ties be-
tween them and describes the political and canonical influences on this process. The author's 
position is based on the study of a substantial number of sources and a rich historiography. 
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Abstract: In the context of the question of the “Tatar-Mongol Horde” the issue of the extent to 
which legal institutions of the Golden Horde applied to the Russian territories is important. The 
absence of a sufficient number of historical sources has allowed for researches to express com-
pletely opposing points of view on this topic; usually, however, this is done on the basis of their 
own interpretations of general historical data. In the present article, the author attempts to 
characterize the role and meaning of legal institutions of the Golden Horde in Russia based on 
concrete examples and with the help of a historical and legal analysis of surviving legal docu-
ments and accounts in the chronicles. The author is able to conclude that it is not possible to 
speak of a constant application of the laws of the Golden Horde in Russia. In different periods 
during the dependence of the Russian principalities on the Golden Horde, the application of le-
gal institutions, just as the extent of the dependence of Russian princes on the Khan in general, 
was different. 
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Abstract: The Mongolian invasion of Russia and the subsequent establishment of Russia's vassal 
dependence on the Horde had a profound influence not only on the political and social institutions 
of the North-Eastern and Southern principalities, but also on the life of medieval Russian Church 
organization. During the time of the Mongolian rule, the state of medieval Russian bishoprics 
changed dramatically, both in the dimension of canon law as well as in terms of economics. The 
largest transformations were in the sphere of relations between the Church and the princes, which 
led to the development of new relations of the ecclesiastic hierarchy with the Golden Horde. These 
changes have been studied by previous scholars. In the historiography of this subject, we find a 
number of different directions and points of view, largely dependent on the time when a historical 
work was authored. The various scholarly approaches have differing degrees of critical attitude to 
the events of the mid-13th and early 14th centuriesй Nonethelessз many “local” questions about the 
internal organization of institutions of church governance in Russia remain unresolved. These 
problems are determined mainly by a complex of questions having to do with various events nar-
rated in the chronicles. It can be stated that during the indicated time period, the following trans-
formations took place: the church organization ceased to be controlled directly by the princely 
family; the sources of the church's financing changed; significant changes occurred in the sphere of 
church law; instruments of the Horde's influence over the church were developed; the Diocese of 
Saray was created; and the Council of 1274 took place. These events lead us to conclude that there 
is a need for a detailed analysis of source materials. As a result, since we are unable to completely 
reconstruct a picture of the transformations that took place in the organization of the church, we 
can suppose that at least some of these issues will remain unresolved for some time. In light of all 
of this, in this article, the author attempts to analyze and clarify the form and extent of the Horde's 
influence on the canonical, legal, and economic situation in the Russian Church in the second half 
of the 13th and early 14th centuries. 
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tions, Mongol Yoke, Laws in the Golden Horde, Diocese of Saray, Medieval Russian Church Law, 
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Abstract: This article presents an overview of the scholarly opinions on the informational val-
ue of medieval Russian anthroponyms for the study of ethnic history. Special attention is drawn 
to the interpretation of ethnic nicknames that can be found in the Novgorod cadastral books. 
Scholars agree that the entire complex of anthroponymic data can be used together with topo-
nymical data. 
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The March of the Ukrainian Hetman P. Konashevich-Sagaidachnyi on Moscow 
in 1618: a Historiographical Assessment of the Views of Ukrainian Historians 
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Abstract: The author of this article considers and critically analyzes the Ukrainian historiog-
raphy of the march of P. Sagaidachnyi on Moscow in 1618. The author assesses the views of 
Ukrainian authors from the late 18th to the early 21st centuries. The author tracks changes in the 
way Ukrainian authors viewed the activities of Ukrainian cossacks in 1617–1618. 
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Abstract: The author reconstructs Archpriest Avvakum's views on Divine Names on the basis 
of the prologue to the Life of Avvakum. The onomatological conceptions of Avvakum are ana-
lyzed in juxtaposition with his other works, which allows us to see the importance of the views 
on Divine Names in the religious philosophy of this ideologue of the Russian Old Rite. The au-
thor is able to show that the sources of the teaching of Avvakum, which is basically original, can 
be found in the works of Elder Spyridon Potemkin. The author thus concludes that there is evi-
dence that a Christianized version of Neoplatonism influenced the Archpriest, and the source of 
this influence has been found. 
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Abstract: The article is a brief historiographical review of archaeological research taking place 
up to the beginning of the 21st century on the territory of the modern town of Nezhin. Archaeo-
logical monuments from the medieval Russian period located in the town and its environs are 
analyzed. The topography of the settlements, their size, cultural layers, and fortifications are 
considered. An attempt is made to clarify the status and chronology of the monuments. The 
study relies both on commonly known information and materials from recent archaeological 
digs. Special attention is drawn to the recently discovered Novemisto settlement. 

 : з з з з з  
Keywords: Nezhin, Nizhyn, Nizhatin, Unenizh, Fortifications, Ceramics, Settlement 

 
 й й    Kyrylenko S. A. 

       
The Problem of the Origin of Kievan Rus in Soviet Historiography 

х      и
          нл-  

–  фл-  й  й     з и
   з       

      
й 

Abstract: The author studies the historiography of the question of the origin of medieval Rus 
in the context of the development of historical thought in the USSR from the 20's to the 90's of 
the 20th century. The state of research on this topic is analyzed, major stages in this research are 
identified, and, in general terms, the author provides a reconstruction of the Soviet historio-
graphical processes devoted to the problem of the origin of the medieval Russian state. 
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